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and fled to Lar. Nadir himself pursued the fugitives for several farsakhs,
but, being unable to overtake them, he returned to Shiraz, whence he issued
orders for every route to be closed to them.
Some of the defeated Ghalzais, including Ashraf s brother and nephew,
separated from Ashraf and the main body of his followers, and made their
way to the coast near Bandar Rig. Ashraf's brother had with him some
treasure and jewels with which to bribe the Arabs to rise in favour of the
Afghans. Failing to meet with a favourable response from the Arabs,
the fugitives wandered southwards to Charak, looking for a vessel in which
to escape. Nadir had evidently expected such a move on the part of the
Afghans, for he wrote to the Agent of the East India Co. at Gombroon,
requesting him to dispatch the Company's " grab "J and other vessels
to intercept any Afghans who might seek to escape by sea, and to notify
the Arab shaikhs on the coast that :
" if any of them permit any Ophgoons to escape at their respective ports, they
with their Wives and Familys shall be sold for Slaves."2
It is not recorded whether the Agent complied with this request ; if
he did so, his efforts, as will be seen below, were ineffectual.
Meanwhile, Ashraf s brother and nephew and their companions had
come, near Charak, to the stronghold of Shaikh Ahmad Madani, a most
turbulent local chieftain. Although the Shaikh refused at first to help
the fugitives, he later agreed to do so, as they, like himself, were Sunnis.3
Having obtained a vessel, the Afghans crossed over to Julfar (Rasu'l-
Khaima), on the Arabian side of the Gulf. The unfortunate fugitives
were attacked immediately by 'Omani Arabs, who killed many of them and
enslaved the survivors. When Shaikh liazin visited Muscat a few years
later, he saw and conversed with Ashraf s nephew and another Ghalzai
of rank who were then employed as saqqas or water-carriers.* Shaikh
Rashid of Basidu killed some other Afghans near Linga, when they were
trying to escape by sea.
Ashraf, accompanied by over 2,000 men and many women, left Lar
early in February, and continued his flight in an easterly direction. Later
in the month a messenger of the East India Co., when on his way from
Kirman to Gombroon, met Ashraf and his followers in the Sirjan district.5
1" Grab " is an English corruption of the Arabic word ghttrab, which means ordinarily a " crow,"
but which was also used to denote a type of vessel much used by the Arabs. Olaf Tordn,
ia his book, A Voyage to Suratte, China, etc. (London, 1771), p. 205, describes a " grab " as
a two- or three-masted vessel, rigged in the European manner, with a low and sharp prow,
like that of a galley.
1 Gombroon Diary, ist /I2th February, 1730.
«Ibid. i3th /24th January. Shaikh $azin states (p. 228) that the Sunni Arabs of the Gulf Coast
belonged to the Shan' sect
1 Shaikh j-lazin, p. 202.
8 Gombroon Diary, 17th/28th February.

